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Dear Resident, 
I am pleased to be able to share this annual report with you. It’s been
a busy year with a number of notable highlights; the End of World
War I commemorations, Twinning celebrations, Abergavenny being
awarded second place in the town category of Wales in Bloom 2018
competition and the launch of Refill Abergavenny. 

The Town Council has also published its strategy to guide what the Town Council will do over the
coming years and how it will work more closely with different organisations to achieve its aims.

I am proud to be the Mayor of Abergavenny and I look forward to taking steps to make the
town of Abergavenny a better place to live, work and visit.

Welcome from the Mayor

About this report

This report sets out the activities that Abergavenny Town Council has undertaken during the
year 2018-19 to contribute to the economic, social and well-being of the town of Abergavenny.
It also provides a brief outline of what the Council does and contact details.

About Abergavenny Town Council

Abergavenny Town Council is the local council for Abergavenny. The Council has fifteen
members covering five wards. All five wards have three councillors and their details and a
map of the wards they represent are at the back of this booklet.

Each year in May the Council elects a Mayor who represents the Town Council at events
throughout the year. In 2018-19 the Mayor was Councillor Teslin Davies. This year 2019-20
the Mayor is Councillor Tony Konieczny. The Town Council is supported by a small team
consisting of two staff (one fulltime, one part-time) based in the Town Hall in Abergavenny.

Councillor Tony Konieczny



The Town Council gets almost all of its funds from its precept. This is an additional amount
added to the Council Tax bills based on the Town Council’s estimated expenditure. For the
financial year 2018/19 the Council’s precept was £366,896, We started the year with £263,707
in the bank and spent £51,340 on salaries and £290,805 on other expenditure which includes
paying for services, supporting local events and awarding grants. At the end of the year we
were left with £295,285 in the bank.  

The Town Council’s main responsibilities include:

       •  Paying for litter picking and street cleaning in the town centre and outlying areas.

        •  Paying Monmouthshire County Council so that the public toilets in the town remain 
           open and that the toilets in Bailey Park are open at weekends.

        •  Paying for the dog waste bins including weekly emptying.

        •  Providing the Christmas lights in the town.

        •  Paying for CCTV in the town.

        •  Management and maintenance of hanging baskets and other floral displays around 
           the town (Abergavenny in Bloom).

        •  Financial support to ensure that the town has a Tourist Information Centre.

        •  Supporting local events and festivals.

        •  Providing a number of free events in the town.

        •  Providing grants to local groups.



Abergavenny Town Council Strategy & Action Plan

In 2018/19, the Town Council prepared a strategy & action plan. This sets out what the Council
would like to achieve for the community of Abergavenny together with future changes to the council.
This action plan can be found on the Town Council’s website www.abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk
or by ringing the Town Clerk to request a copy.

So what did the Town Council do in 2018/19?

Much of what the Town Council did and
continues to do falls into four categories
relating to children and young people, an
ageing population, environment and local
economy but the Town Council was also
involved in activities that did not fit neatly into
these categories. 

End of WWI Commemorations
2018 was the centenary of the end of World
War I and the Town Council played a key role
in the town’s commemorations. The Town
Council co-ordinated and funded the creation
of nets of woollen and felt poppies that were
hung throughout the town. The Town Council
is grateful to all the talented crafty people and
the schools that got involved.

We commissioned the play The Last Post
which ran for two nights in the Borough
Theatre and  as part of the nationwide
Battle’s Over tribute, the Town Council
arranged for the Lighting of a Beacon on the
Blorenge (thanks to Abergavenny Air
Cadets) and playing of the Last Post (thanks
to Abergavenny Borough Band) at a
commemoration in the Castle attended by
over 200 people.



The Town Council also applied for and received funding for eight
silhouettes of a soldier, as part of the national “There But Not There”
installation. These silhouettes were seated in St Mary’s Priory Church
in the weeks before 11th November and at the Tea for the Troops
following the Remembrance Service.

In May 2020, the Council will be organising a fitting celebration to
mark 75 years since Victory in Europe day (VE)

Town Events
Each year the Town Council organises a number of free events. In
September, four local community choirs performed in the Market Hall
and in June a free Circus Skills Workshop was held in Linda Vista
Gardens with additional juggling performances in the town and a stilt
walker dressed as the BFG walking around the town centre. In July, Abergavenny Borough Band
gave their annual Town Council sponsored concert in Brewery Yard. The Christmas Light Switch-
On Event in November was well attended and choirs kept the crowd entertained whilst waiting for
the Mayor to arrive by sleigh with Father Christmas to switch on the Christmas Lights. 

Twinning
Abergavenny is twinned with two towns; Beaupreau in France and Ostringen in Germany.
The town twinning movement started very soon after 1945, with the passionate support of
mayors and citizens who vowed that Europe should never again be torn apart by war. The
Town Council took part in celebrations in both France and Germany to mark the 30th and
50th twining anniversaries respectively and welcomed a delegation to Abergavenny from
Germany in September 2018.



How have we contributed to Children & Young People services?
       •  The Mayor set up a Community Youth Award to recognise young people who volunteer 
           in the community

       •  Financial support offered to Abergavenny Community Enterprise, Dance Blast, 
           Summer Reading Challenge, Youth Amateur Dramatic group, Local schools, Youth 
           projects, Youth Eisteddfod, local environmental 
           groups has provided opportunities for young 
           people to access support and activities

       •  We have entered into a three year agreement 
           with Abergavenny Community Centre on Merthyr 
           Road who provide a wide range of activities 
           including ones that support families and 
           young people 

       •  We increased our contribution to Monmouthshire County Council to run the summer 
           playscheme up 50% to £12,000. This playscheme provided free activities for 
           children during the summer holiday based in Deri View School and Abergavenny 
           Community Centre

       •  The Town Council continues to support Monmouthshire County Council with an 
           application to BIG Lottery for funding to improve some of the existing facilities at Bailey 
           Park and to replace the existing pavilion

       •  A number of Councillors have met with pupils at King Henry VIII school to discuss what 
           facilities young people would like to see in Abergavenny

       •  Many of our councillors are school governors and continue to support the development 
           of these schools



How have we contributed to the Challenges of an Ageing Population?
       •  The Town Council increased its financial support to Abergavenny CAB to £12,000 in 
           2018-19. Abergavenny Citizens Advice Bureau provides local free advice and support 
           on a wide range of matters including those arising from the roll-out of Universal Credit

       •  The Town Council was an active player in campaigning for improved accessibility at 
           the railway station and funding from the UK Department for Transport has now been 
           confirmed. However, we won’t see any changes at the station for a couple of years

       •  We have entered into a three agreement with Abergavenny Community Centre on 
           Merthyr Road. The Community Centre provides a wide range of activities for older 
           people including lunch clubs, coffee mornings, Tai Chi

       •  We celebrated volunteering with annual Community Awards recognising the unsung heroes 

       •  We supported voluntary organisations by helping them work together, promoting their 
           activities and helping with funding

       •  We paid £13,000 for CCTV in the town which contributed to making the town centre a 
           safer place and reduced the fear of crime

       •  Two Councillors are involved in the Crime Prevention Action Committee  

       •  The Town Council has provided funding to Abergavenny Library for the purchase of 
           books about inspirational women 

How have we contributed to Abergavenny being an economically thriving town?
       •  We continued to financially support (approximately £12,000) many of the town’s 

           Festivals which offer a range of activities throughout the summer for residents and visitors 
            alike eg Cycling Festival, Wall2Wall Jazz Festival, Writing Festival, Arts Festival

       •  We asked people for their views on the public toilets in the town and as a result we 
           are having discussions with Monmouthshire County Council (who are the current 
           owners of the toilets) about taking on the ownership of the toilets at the Bus Station, 
           Castle Road and Brewery Yard 



       •  We provided significant funding (£70,000) to Monmouthshire County Council to ensure 
           that there are public toilets in the town and we have engaged a contractor to provide 
           nappy and sanitary bins in the toilets (£2400) as these were not previously provided 

       •  We provided significant funding (£39,400) to Monmouthshire County Council to ensure 
           that our streets were cleaned and arranged a ‘deep’ clean of the town centre streets

       •  We financially contributed to the Visit Abergavenny brochure which was distributed 
           widely throughout in the UK to encourage more visitors to our town

       •  With our support of £10,000 the Tourist Information Centre remains open 

       •  We organised and paid for the Christmas Lights at a cost of £22,500 and organised 
           the Christmas Light Switch-on event with free entertainment and stalls

       •  We managed and maintained hanging baskets and other floral displays throughout the 
           town. Through the efforts of so many people in the town, Abergavenny won second place 
           in the Wales in Bloom competition in the ‘Town’ category
       •  We pay for the bunting to be put up in the town centre

How have we contributed to the protection and enhancement of the environment?
       •  The Town Council launched Refill 
           Abergavenny which seeks to reduce the 
           use of single use plastic by making 
           refilling water bottles easy to do. Cafes 
           and restaurants in the town display a Refill 
           sticker which indicates that water bottles will 
           be refilled for free

       •  The Town Council has provided a 
           significant grant (£25,000) to 
           Abergavenny Community Centre for 
           energy saving measures which will help reduce energy bills and reduce energy usage

       •  The Town Council passed a resolution to reduce its use of single-use plastics

       •  A number of Town Councillors are involved in the reformed Keep Abergavenny Tidy

       •  The Town Council paid (£6,300) for the weekly emptying of dog bins located around 
           the town and arranged for the installation of three additional bins.

       •  The Town Council supported the Monmouthshire County Council initiative ‘Give Dog 
           Fouling the Red Card’ and assisted at Awareness Raising days 

       •  Every month the Town Council commented on planning applications and made 
           recommendations to Monmouthshire County Council

       •  The Town Council worked with a number of groups who are concerned with the 
           environment of Abergavenny to create a more pleasant and diverse environment



How are we becoming a more responsive Town Council?
       •  The Town Council is currently redesigning its website to be more user friendly, more 
           informative and in a mobile friendly format. The Town Council will also be setting up a 
           Facebook page.

       •  Information of all the Council’s meetings together with all the reports will be available 
           on the new website which is expected to be live in the summer. 

       •  The Town Council is currently holding its meetings in various venues whilst the work 
           at the Town Hall is underway. At the end of the year, the Town Council is hoping to be 
           holding meetings again in the newly created meeting space in the Town Hall. The 
           public are welcome to attend Council meetings and raise issues of concern. The 
           meeting dates are published on the website and also posted on the noticeboard 
           outside the Town Hall.

So what do we want to do in
the future?
In Abergavenny, there are many
organisations that provide benefits
to various individuals for many
different reasons. The Town Council
is keen that these organisations,
such as Abergavenny Local Citizens
Advice remain in the town and are
able to offer the services that people need. It is for this reason that the Town Council will agree
a three year funding package with them and other organisations to enable them to plan their
future with more certainty.

As part of the Town Hall refurbishment, the Office of the Town Clerk will be more accessible
and more visible. This work should be completed in late November 2019.

The priorities for the Town Council continue to be improving facilities for young people and in
2019, the Town Council is working with Monmouthshire Youth Service to offer a programme
of subsidised activities during the summer for Abergavenny young people aged over 11. 

The Town Council continues to promote Refill Abergavenny; there are now over 25 restaurants
and cafes in the town centre where you can get your water bottle filled for free which reduces
the need to buy single-use plastic water bottles, good for the environment and your purse!

The future of the public toilets, how the streets are cleaned and general maintenance of the
town and parks are current areas of discussion between the Town Council and
Monmouthshire County Council. The Town Council is not able to say what the outcome of
these discussions will be but will keep residents informed of progress.



GROFIELD WARD

Cllr Nick Tatam              Liberal Democrat    01873 853574     nicktatam@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Penny Simcock               Labour           07800 768615     pennysimcock@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Gethin Jones                  Labour           07539 506663     gethinjones@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

LANSDOWN WARD

Cllr Roger Harris                    Labour           01873 858143     rogerharris@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Harris              Labour           01873 858143    maggieharris@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Martyn Groucutt              Labour           01873 857153     martyngroucutt@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

PRIORY WARD

Cllr Teslin Davies                  Labour           01873 855536    teslindavies@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Tudor Thomas                 Labour           01873 840299     tudorthomas@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Luke Van de Vyver     Independent       07733 699215     lukevandevyver@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Who are your Councillors?

CANTREF WARD

Cllr Samantha Dodd         Conservative      07481 110383    samdodd@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Fred Morgan              Conservative      07762 000831     fredmorgan@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr David Simcock                Labour           07810 855482     davidsimcock@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

CASTLE WARD

Cllr Morgan Lewis            Conservative     07449 630748    morganlewis@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

                                                                    01873859543      
                                                                    07956240594

                                                                    07890 451820     
                                                                            01873 858912 

martinhickman@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

tonykonieczny@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Martin Hickman          Conservative

Cllr Tony Konieczny              Labour



CANTREF WARD

Samantha Dodd Fred Morgan David Simcock

CASTLE WARD

Morgan Lewis Martin Hickman Tony Konieczny

GROFIELD WARD

Nick Tatam Penny Simcock Gethin Jones

LANSDOWN WARD

Roger Harris Margaret Harris Martyn Groucutt

PRIORY WARD

Teslin Davies Tudor Thomas Luke Van de Vyver



How to contact the Town Council

Abergavenny Town Council Supports

Jane Lee, Town Clerk clerk@abergavennytowncouncil.gov.uk
01873 735820 or pop into the office in the Town Hall.

Cantref
Lansdown

Grofield

Priory

Castle

Map showing the five Town Council Wards


