
 STAGE 2 CONCEPT DESIGN

JANUARY 2020

NEW PLANTINGS FOR ABERGAVENNY



Planting borders to be deepened in areas 

to create a feeling of immersion within the 

plantings. 

Green ‘wall’ of shrubs to be removed.

Sheffield bike racks to be relocated within gardenMonument to remain

ABOVE: View towards Gabb Square.

Consideration of desire lines across the space and 

road safety; current entrance comes directly out onto 

a parking space.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



View looking South into Gabb Square View towards Baker Street Cinema

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Impenetrable shrub plantings to be removed and replaced 

with multi-stem trees, low evergreen shrubs and perennials. 

Vertical layering of the planting composition will encourage 

biodiversity of habitat; the individual layers are inhabited 

by different animal and plant communities (stratozones).

Central light and raised paving to be removed to create a 

more usable space for seating and planting.

Current planting borders are too narrow to create a 

colourful display. Planting borders are to be enlarged in 

areas to create a feeling of being immersed within beautiful 

plantings. 

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Before: Existing view looking North ‘After’ concept sketch looking North 

CLIENT:

DRAWING: ‘BEFORE’ AND ‘AFTER’ VEIW - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Feeston lights hung between the trees / secured to 

Cinema wall

Seating created out of 

architectural salvage? 

Old stone kerbs?

Simple wooden blocks?

In addition seating with backs and 

arm rests will be provided.

Space for gathering and fixed chairs and seating.

All the spaces in the garden will be fully accessible to all 

users, with a range of routes through the garden, and a 

variety of spaces of different sizes and character.

HARD MATERIAL PALETTE

Existing concrete pavers (small 

sett-like units) could be retained 

and relaid. Areas of permeable, 

bound (compacted) gravel 6mm 

to dust would break up this 

expanse of paving. (As in the 

Chapel garden, Abergavenny). 

Preferred hard landscape option; 

welsh pennate setts and 6mm to 

dust compacted gravel.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE - HARD LANDSCAPE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Above: Amelanchier trees in Sarah Price’s design for a cafe & 

gallery garden in Abergavenny.

Trees are far more than a frame for exuberant planting; they 

are a magnetic presence that honour the seasons. 

Low evergreen shrubs create ‘cloudy’ forms, as in The 

Chapel, Abergavenny.

Above: Amelanchier and Cercis siliquastrum trees in spring.

Trees are far more than a frame for exuberant planting; they 

are a magnetic presence that honour the seasons. 

Informal groupings of low plants such 

as thyme or erigereon break up the 

hard landscape of paving.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE - PROPOSED SOFT LANDSCAPE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



The planting in the garden will be highly evocative, 

creating a joyful and uplifting enhanced natural experience. 

We take a strongly ecological approach, choosing plants 

that are fitted and adapted to the prevailing site conditions. 

Selecting plants that naturally have their home in dry 

habitats is the starting point for developing a low-water use 

garden and this delivers an almost automatic ‘ecological 

aesthetic’ with many having silver, grey and blue-green 

foliage that easily associate well with each other. Clear stemmed trees of different heights and 

low mounded shrubs will occasionally rise 

out of the perennial tapestry. This structural 

framework will bridge the different scales of 

The sunny conditions will lend itself to 

a drought tolerant scented tapestry of 

Mediterranean plants.

Successional layers of planting will  ensure a very long 

season of visual interest from flowering perennials: 

this succession maintains an on-going freshness to the 

garden, and an ever-changing visual display. However, 

it is important that these ‘waves of colour’ are contained 

within a more solid and permanent framework of evergreen 

and woody plants – this is especially important for winter 

interest, and for giving height and structure to the 

plantings.

Every species earns its place for long-season appeal and 

multi-functional benefit, and then repeating individuals 

or groups of these plants so that a natural sense of rhythm 

becomes apparent in the plantings.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: VISUAL IMPRESSION - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE - PLANTING APPROACH

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Potential for rainwater collection and recycling within gardenWater butts in corten (rusted finish to match planters in Frogmore 

Street) could potentially collect rainwater from Cinema use. 

A mesh secured to the top of the water butt would ensure the 

safety of this water storage. A tap would allow the water to be 

used. Potentially this could be made into a play feature.

Potential for rainwater rill 

within the garden. A public 

play feature as is standartd in 

many european countries such 

as Germany?

CLIENT:

DRAWING: VISUAL IMPRESSION - GABB ‘CINEMA’ SQUARE - RAINWATER COLLECTION AND REUSE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: FEB 2020



Stipa gigantea Stipa gigantea form Glaucium flavum var.  aurantiacum stipa tenuissima Salix Nancy Saunders

Rosa mutabilis ‘Bengal Crimson’ Papaver dubium subsp lecoqii  albiflorum Bupleurum per foliatum Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ Echium vulgaris

Euphorbia seguieriana ssp niciciana Crambe maritimaStachys n. ‘Hummelo’ Primula veris Verbena macdougalii  lavender spires

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - DRAFT MIX - CINEMA SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: JANUARY 2020



Sesleria nitida Allium atropurpurea Molina caerulea ‘Heidebraut ’ Perovskia ‘Blue Spire’ Salix Nancy Saunders

Origanum species Thymus species Pulsatil la vulgaris Aster turbinellus Verbena ‘Bampton’

Ozothamnus selago Lythrum v. ‘Dropmore Purple’Rosa glauca Papaver rhoeas Indigofera heterantha

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - DRAFT MIX - CINEMA SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - CLIMBERS - CINEMA SQUARE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



CLIENT:

DRAWING: LOCATION MAP OF NEW PLANTINGS ALONG TUDOR STREET AND CASTLE STREET

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: - 1

New plantings for castle street. 

(Plantings are in white.)

New plantings for the entrance 

to tudor street car park

(Plantings are in white.)



All shrubs and perennials to be removed in the raised planters that 

border Castle Street Car Park. 

Selective pruning of existing trees to remain, including crown lifting.

Removal of ivy and shrubs and selective pruning of trees. 

Little of horticultural value remains.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE PHOTOS - CASTLE STREET CAR PARK

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - CASTLE STREET - VISUAL IMPRESSION IN LATE SUMMER

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -

Visual impression of the new planting for Castle 
Street Car Park in late summer.

Successional layers of planting will  ensure 
a very long season of visual interest from 
flowering perennials: this succession 
maintains an on-going freshness to the 
garden, and an ever-changing visual display. 
However, it is important that these ‘waves 
of colour’ are contained within a more solid 
and permanent framework of evergreen and 
woody plants – this is especially important 
for winter interest, and for giving height and 
structure to the plantings.

Every species earns its place for long-season 
appeal and multi-functional benefit, and 
then repeating individuals or groups of these 
plants so that a natural sense of rhythm 
becomes apparent in the plantings. 



Many of the plants selected have beautiful 
seed heads and winter structure as well 
as attractive flowers; using plants that 
create movement and sound in the breeze; 
considering fragrance, scent, and aromatic 
foliage; and where appropriate, wildlife value.
We aim to create intimate experiences at 
the human scale with our planting, using 
scattered loose framework of multi- stem 
trees and taller plants to create a sense 
of enclosure and overhead shelter, whilst 
maintaining clear sight lines and openness 
through the garden.

The planting is to be designed in detail 
using a mixture-based approach with plants 
supplied in 2L containers (P9 minimum) 
and established at an average density of 
12 plants per square metre, with additional 
bulb planting to infill for seasonal interest. 
In addition to an abundance of exuberant 
flowering through spring summer and 
autumn, it is crucial that there is plenty 
of winter interest through inclusion of a 
proportion of plants with evergreen foliage 
and visually interesting winter form.

PLANTING PALETTES

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - CASTLE STREET - VISUAL IMPRESSION LATE SUMMER

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Salix ‘Nancy Saunders’ (coppiced once yearly) Ageratina altissima ‘Braunlaub’ Sanguisorba officinalis ‘Red Thunder ’ Veronica fasciculata

Phlomis russeliana Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ Euonymus europaeus Calamagrostis ‘Karl  Foerster ’

Rhus typhina Aster turbinellusMiscanthus species Persicaria ‘Fat Domino’ Persicaria ‘Orange Field’

Helenium sp

Salvia × sylvestris ‘Mainacht ’

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - CASTLE STREET

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



New plantings for the entrance to Tudor street car park.

Railings to be removed. Existing trees to be retained and selectively pruned as required.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE PHOTOS - TUDOR STREET CAR PARK

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Silene fimbriata Tell ima grandiflora 

Euphorbia robbiae Primula veris

Viola r iviniana Narcissus pseudonarcissus

Above: a Hazel Coppice. A minimum of 7 hazel plants 

will be planted forming a green screen along the car 

park. The hazel branches will be cut back to the ground 

every 7 years - care will be taken that this is undertaken 

on a cycle so that there are always branches that remain 

for screening.

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - SHADE GROUNDCOVER TUDOR STREET

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Allium ursinum Blechnum spicant Primula veris

Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Golden Veil ’ Meconopsis cambrica Dryopteris wallichiana

Melica altissima ‘Alba’ Silene fimbriataDryopteris cycadina

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - SHADE GROUNDCOVER TUDOR STREET

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Succisa pratensis Geranium pratense Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Golden Veil ’

Narcissus pseudonarcissus Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Ravenswing’ Sanguisorba officinalis ‘Red Thunder ’

Serratula tinctoria var.  seoanei Stachys offinalis ‘Hummelo’Primula veris

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - SUN - PART SHADE TUDOR STREET

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: DRAFT

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Raised planters between Abergavenny Bus Station 

and the Monmouth Road. (Opposite ALDI)

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - RAISED PLANTERS, ABERGAVENNY BUS STATION

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



Allium ‘Summer Beauty ’ Sesleria nitida Sesleria nitida

Sesleria heufleriana Pulsatil la vulgaris Serratula tinctoria var.  seoanei 

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - RAISED PLANTERS, ABERGAVENNY BUS STATION

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -

Rosemary o. prostrate

Mediterranean plants like prostrate rosemary and 

creeping thyme cascading down defined areas of 

the planter walls. In this way some seating areas 

may be cocooned within planting encouraging 

immersion in nature



Anthriscus sylvaticum ‘Ravenswing’ Aster sedifolius Nana Sesleria heufleriana Molina caerulea ‘Edith Dudszuz ’

Erica cinerea Molina caerulea ‘Edith Dudszuz ’ Salvia pratensis ‘Lapis Lazuli ’ Thymus polytrichus

Pulsatil la vulgaris Salvia nemorosa ‘Amethyst ’Erica cinerea ‘Katinka’

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TE - RAISED PLANTERS, ABERGAVENNY BUS STATION

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



CLIENT:

DRAWING: EXISTING SITE PEN Y POUND

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -

Existing planting areas Pen y Pound.



Asplenum scolopendrium Narcissus pseudonarcissus

Viola r iviniana Tellima grandiflora

Primula veris Primula vulgarisEuphorbia ‘Robbiae’

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TES PEN Y POUND - SHADE

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -

Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye’



Molinia ‘Heidebraut ’ Aster sedifolius Nana Stachys offinalis ‘Hummelo’ All ium tuberosum

Molinia ‘Heidebraut ’ Molina caerulea ‘Edith Dudszuz ’ pycnanthemum muticum Salvia × sylvestris ‘Mainacht ’

Ir is reticulata ‘George’ All ium ‘Summer Beauty ’Succisella pratensis Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye’

CLIENT:

DRAWING: PLANTING PALET TES PEN Y POUND - SUN

ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS: -

DRAWING NO: -

SCALE:

REV:

N/A

00

DETAIL:

DATE: -



In producing the developed and detailed design 
proposals for the garden, we will work backwards 
from the likely and potential resources available 
for garden maintenance.  In other words, we 
will not produce a scheme that requires high or 
very specialist maintenance, and throughout will 
use the principle of ‘ease of maintenance’ as a 
fundamental design consideration.  

Because proper and efficient maintenance is 
essential to the long-term sustainability and 
viability of this project, we see it as essential that 
a Maintenance Plan and Schedule is produced 
as part of the RIBA Stage 4 process. A clear 
explanation and guidance for maintenance is 
essential and will include the details of all the 
plants used, and a photographic guide to their 
appearance in flower and foliage; any specific 
maintenance details for specific plants; and a 
month-by-month guide to key operations and 
tasks that are required – produced in a laminated, 
all-weather format.  A half-day training session 
for appointed contractors, maintenance staff, 
and others who may be interested, that includes 
background information about the design of the 
project, details of the plants used, and an on-
site hands-on detailed overview of the garden 
plantings will be invaluable.  We have undertaken 
similar exercises with other clients and it has 
proved invaluable for generating ‘ownership’, 
enthusiasm and buy-in for people who are 
involved with maintenance.  SPL’s work at the 
Olympic Park is an example of this.

We work in a way that is ‘tuned to nature’ and 
create designed plant communities that to 
some extent are self-sustaining.  This is an 
important element of how we create ‘low-input, 
high-impact’ gardens, that require specific and 
targeted maintenance.  Generally, there is a need 
for higher input in the establishment phase (first 
six months to a year) and then beyond this the 
plantings will require relatively low and simple 
maintenance.  This is largely possible because we 
aim for complete ground cover to minimise weed 
invasion.

We also work with the principle of  ‘design for 
maintenance’ in that the plants included will 
be chosen carefully to be robust, reliable, and 
‘well-behaved’ in that they won’t be aggressive 
spreaders that are likely to cause problems 
in themselves.  We work with a principle of 
‘successional layers’ to maintain a very long 
season of visual display, and this technique, in 
itself, eliminates the need for a lot of traditional 
intensive gardening maintenance.  We choose 
plants that have beautiful and attractive winter 
appearance (whether this be from foliage or from 
boldly structured winter forms or seedheads).  
This is another key to reducing ongoing 
maintenance: we can leave a lot of plants 
standing over the winter.

Proposed Maintenance Plan 1/2



Our approach is to create sustainable gardens, with 
resilient planting.  We therefore do not promote 
annual additions of fertiliser, or mulching with rich 
organic matter (which encourages soft growth).  
Chemical herbicides or pesticides are not required.

A typical annual maintenance regime for the 
garden will comprise the following:

Late February -April:
This is the time of year when the maintenance load 
will be at its highest.  Cutting back to ground level 
of herbaceous perennials and deciduous grasses, 
and removal of the cut material.  Clipping and 
trimming of any formal elements such as hedges 
or shaped-shrubs, and removal of cut material.  
Prune and thin out excess growth on small trees 
or shrubs, as necessary.  A general weed-over 
to create a clean start for the following growing 
season, and to create a clean foil for spring-
flowering bulbs.  Removal or re-location of any 
self-sown seedlings of desirable plants.

May-June: 
Simple routine maintenance – hand pull weeds 
if necessary, remove any unsightly foliage.  Give 
hand water in extreme dry periods.

July-August: 
Simple routine maintenance – hand pull weeds 
if necessary, remove any unsightly foliage.  Give 
hand water in extreme dry periods.

September – October: Simple routine maintenance 
– hand pull weeds if necessary, remove any 
unsightly foliage.  Tidy up any unsightly or untidy 

Proposed Maintenance Plan 2/2

September – October: 
Simple routine maintenance – hand pull weeds if 
necessary, remove any unsightly foliage.  Tidy up 
any unsightly or untidy dead flowering stems and 
foliage.

November: 
Tidy up any unsightly or untidy dead flowering 
stems and foliage.

December – January: 
Tidy up any unsightly or untidy dead flowering 
stems and foliage.

The intention over the winter period is to retain 
as much standing plant material as possible, 
and therefore only the most unsightly or 
untidy material is removed, leaving sturdy and 
good-looking growth intact.  The plantings will 
therefore remain good-looking throughout the 
winter, but will be gradually thinned out.

We encourage the composting of waste green 
material, and will promote inclusion of the 
garden within any relevant local authority 
composting scheme.


