ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY 31ST JULY 2024
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
EC83/24: WALES IN BLOOM REPORT
1.PURPOSE
1.1 To consider expenditure for Wales in Bloom Awards 2024.
2. BACKGROUND
2.1 In 2022 the Town Council agreed to host Wales in Bloom 2024 Awards Ceremony. 
2.2 Abergavenny In Bloom has been evolving over the last 2 years, with official branding and a dedicated Facebook page, as well as a page on the Town Council website. 
2.3 After the successes of Wales and Britain in Bloom in 2023, large numbers of visitors are visiting to see the floral displays and green spaces around the town.
2.4 Many of the green spaces continue to be actively managed and maintained by volunteers, equating to over £100,000 in hours given if these services had to be procured by the Council.
2.5 Due to the uptake in the Hanging Basket scheme, additional monies will be raised via this income.
3. PROPOSAL
3.1 A registration and reception need to be set up and staffed at The Methodist Hall from 8:30am – midday on 13th September. Refreshments will need to be provided by way of tea, coffee, cold drinks and cake. It is hoped this will be provided by volunteers or local groups.  In the event of insufficient offers being made, the Town Council may wish to cover the costs for these provisions.
3.2 Abergavenny in Bloom has requested 24 seats to be kept aside which will be located in the bar at the side of the main hall at the award ceremony in The Angel Hotel. Tickets are £22.50 each. There are 12 It’s Your Neighbourhood entries, 4 Friends groups, and significant supporters, who could be allocated these tickets. This would cost £540.00.
3.3 It is suggested to provide a gift to those attending the awards.  The Deputy Principal Officer has procured local honey which will be harvested and labelled as requested with Abergavenny in Bloom branding, and a QR code to take people to the ‘Honey Story – from Bee to Bottle’. Costs will be £540 for 180 jars.  Currently efforts are being made to cover costs by way of sponsorship. The sponsors details will be included on the labels. 
3.4 A jute or cotton bag with the Abergavenny in Bloom branding one side, and logos from all participants (The friends groups) and sponsors is also being suggested, but no costs have been acquired for these at this time. 
3.5 A pop up or notice board will be required at the registration and awards venue detailing all those that have been involved.  This would depict the companies and friends groups amongst others who have made any kind of contribution to the event.
3.6 An additional celebration night for everyone involved to attend with light refreshments is being organised at The Kings Arms on Tuesday 17th September at 7pm, due to the limited numbers that can attend on 13th September.  This will be open to everyone who has played any part in the preparation for and delivery of the award event. Cost: £250.00.

4. RECOMMENDATION
4.1 To accept the proposal of £540 for the 24 tickets for representatives of Abergavenny in Bloom to attend the Wales in Bloom awards.
4.2 To accept the proposal of £250 for the evening event on 17th September for all Abergavenny in Bloom participants. 
4.3 To accept the proposal to cover any shortfall in costs for gifts for participants should sufficient sponsorship not be obtained from local supporters. 
4.4 To accept the proposal to cover costs of refreshments at the reception for the award attendees when they register on arrival on 13th September. 
4.5 Due to the large number of participants across the UK, and the additional footfall the Abergavenny In Bloom initiative brings to Abergavenny town, the expenditure can be made under Tourism – Power to contribute to organisations encouraging tourism: Local Government Act 1972, s.144. 




