ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2025
E22/25: ELECTRIC WHEELBARROW

1. PURPOSE
1.1 To consider the purchase of equipment for community and Town Team use.

2. BACKGROUND
2.1 It is becoming increasingly difficult for groups to move heavy items and equipment around the areas they look after across the town.
2.2 Town Team assist moving bags of gravel, compost or water for community groups to be able to carry out maintenance work.
2.3 Water is the biggest issue in summer months and this is difficult to transport due to weight.
2.4 Contractors wished to take on localised watering of planters and beds to control the watering regime and management of plant health.

3. PROPOSAL
3.1 Contractors have investigated and researched options to move and transport large quantities of water around the town centre. Their search included looking at an electric bike to pull round a trailer with water tanks on the back.
3.2 An electronic wheelbarrow with removable sides and tipping platform with capacity for 500kg was found with a UK supplier. Nowhere else offered such a piece of kit that was fully electric and able to be controlled by a simple motor.
3.3 Nothing of similar capacity or cost was found. A fact finding visit and demonstration was carried out by the contractor to ensure the item was suitable for the purpose of moving water around the town.
3.4 The item can be easily adapted for community use once a designated person has received appropriate training to use the equipment safely.
3.5 Storage can be arranged in the bunker below the market hall.
3.6 The item, with discount and before VAT, costs £1456.67, with £49.00 delivery costs. 
3.7 To take the funds for the purchase from the sundry budget of £10k allocated to the Town Team. 

4. RECOMMENDATION
4.1 To consider and approve purchase of the barrow.
4.2 To consider and approve use of the barrow primarily by the Town Team, and be available for use by gardening contractors and community groups to move equipment needed to maintain their areas and assist at events. 
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