ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 26t"
MARCH 2025 AT 7:00PM ON MS TEAMS & IN THE

- COMMUNITY ROOM, TOWN HALL, ABERGAVENNY.

Present:

Clir A Wilde (Chair)

Cllir M Barnes

Clir-J George

Clir C Holland (Vice Chalr)
Clir D Simcock

Clir G Wilde

_ -In attendance: ‘
~ Sandra Rosser — Pr|nC|paI Officer/RFO ,
Jay Shipley — Deputy Principal Officer / Deputy RFO

Absent without apologies - CIIr K Eldridge

E33/25

Receive and approve apologies for absence.

qulogies received from Clirs Bowyer, Jones and Wright. All
Councillors resolved to accept the reasons for apologies.

E34/25

ReceiVe Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda

Plannlng Deputy Pnnc:lpal Offlcer left the room E43/25 and took no

part in the dlscussmn

E35/25

| To approve th;e mlnutesfrom 26“‘ February 2025.

Clir Holland preppsed the _minutes from the meeting on 26™ February
2025, be approved as a true and accurate record, seconded by Clir
George. All counculors resolved to accept this proposal

E36/25

To receive a report on the Enwronment Budget Headings.

(i) Received and noted. CIIr G Wilde proposed the fmance
report be approved, seconded by Clir Holland. Al
councillors resolved to accept this proposal.

(i)  Further breakdown of costs associated with Abergavenny
in Bloom, as requested by Clir Barnes, presented and




(ili)

(iv)

discussed. Clir Barnes thanked the Principal Officer for

- presenting the figures. Proposed by Clir Barnes, seconded

by Clir Simcock that the overspend be rectified. All Clirs in
agreement. Funds to cover the unexpected overspend
resulting from the creation of the Bus Station beds to be
met by journal transfer from |mplementatlon of Action Plan,
cost ‘coding’.

Blue Light P|Iot 2024 Still waiting for the Shared Prosperity
Fund allocation and Promised Funds from National Trust.
Town Crew to purchase a second e-wheelbarrow.

E37/25

| To receive a presentatlon from NRW

‘Apologies reeeived from speaker — no presentation.

E38/25

To receive and note the Principal Officers update.

' Report received and noted.
1 Keep Wales Tidy — National Spring Clean 215t March — 6th April

2025. Clirs invited to take part in planned events. |
2 One Voice Wales Awards Event — 30th April 2025 ATC have 7.

- | entries this year.

3 Local Places for Nature — MCC Mdrrisoﬁﬁé;vgree{h\ ebaCeS for
Nature, fruit trees and herb spiral in place. Wild-flower turf and
animal sculptures to be installed. |

‘E39/25

To receive"and note the Service Delivery 'update;

Q)

(i

(iii)
2

Report received and noted.
TOWN TEAM |

Town Team contlnue to operate as a team of two. Pr|n0|pal
Officer liaising with MCC to discuss the impact of this Iong-
term absence.

Heartfelt vote of thanks to Town Team and
Monmouthshire County Council staff, instrumental in
preparing and siting new planters in Frogmore Street;
moving ‘Rusties’ to Gabb Square; replanting trees.

Public Spaces Protection Order signage now installed.

MUNICIPAL PLANTING CONTRACTS: Following council

agreement at February’s Environment Committee and a

Rl




subsequent meeting with current contractors, the contracts are
to be extended 2025/26. Neither contractor requires hire of
stand-pipe so cost saving this year.

3 DOG WASTE BINS small cost increase. Report of bin
~ (no.16) damaged beyond repair. A resident has requested a Dog
_Bin near the alleyway from the Railway Station to Holywell.
Rather than add additional cost, contractor asked to monitor bins
with least use consider a transfer rather than additional bin,
might be possible. A complaint re heavy dog fouling in the area
“has been reported to Enwronmental Health for consideration as
a snte/actlon visit. - '

4 TOILETS and SANITARY BINS
Contracts with providers extended. 2024/25 invoice recelved
with 2.5% incremental cost rise. 2025/26 cost increase
request of 10.5% has been factored into budget

E40/25

To receive a report on Abergavenny in Bloom ‘

_ (i) PowerPoint presentation from RHS Brltaln in BIoom
Judging on 4" August 2025. Mezzanine is booked for
. -display, presentation and lunch to ‘meet the judges’.
(i) Engagement of businesses a) to offer window display -
competition for week prior to Wales in Bloom judging
~ Principal Officer to investigate interest. b) Clir George
proposed ATC continue to offer hanging baskets to
businesses and to offer incentive £45 off first basket.
Seconded Clir G Wilde. AII councillors resolved to accept
this proposal. N
(iif)  Volunteer/businesses/" It’s Your Nelghborhood’ meetmg -
2" April 2025. Agenda: Present Britain in Bloom
information and Portfolio (to be completed and submitted
by 29t June 2025 for both events). Walking the route,
‘fresh eyes’ strongly recommended to highlight areas for
N improvement prior to judging. Proposal to ‘badge’ and
advertise events of Abergavenny in Bloom/Britain in
Bloom. Suggested theme is ‘heritage’.
~(iv) Awards ceremony 315t October 2025 in Brighton.
Representatlves volunteer groups to decide on
representatives and possible fundraising actlvmes to cover

travel and overnight accommodation costs

"



(v) RHS publication may run a feature on Castle Meadows
 National Forest for Wales and Big Pond Conservation.

E41/25

To receive an update on a Publlc Art Project for Frogmore
| Street.
Clir Wright to present a brief update at the next Environment
Committee Meeting. A mural has been started celebrating Welsh
culture on the gable end of a shop. :
E42/25 | To receive updates from Councnlors on the Strategy and
' Actlon Plan.
ltems 3 4,16 updated |
E43/25 |To con5|der and make recommendations regardmg the
| following planning appllcatlons
(Deputy Pr|n0|pal Offlcer left the meetlng 8 25pm)
DM/2022/01525 Recommend refusal due to msufﬁment drainage
and infiltration provision, and unsuitable biodiversity net benefit, as
er consultee comments by MCC Biodiversity and Flood Risk
Engineer Officers. We note the change in comment by Highways
| and have concerns over the prOV|S|on of access rights between the
| three properties. - : \ ‘
- DM/2025/00279 recommend approval
DM/2025/00253 recommend approval
'DM/2025/00290 recommend approval
-| DM/2025/00320 recommend approval
DM/2025/00325 recommend approval
| Deputy Principal Officer rejoined the meeting at 8:40pm
E44/25 To receive reports from Councillors attendance at external =

bodies Which are relevant to this Committee:

J Abergavenny and District Tourist Association: CIIrs A
Wilde and D Slmcock no report. _
e CCTV user group: Clirs George & Jones — Reports

received and noted. Next meeting June 2025

W




- . e Friends of Linda Vista Gardens: Clirs Wright & Simcock -
— no report |

o -Friends of Bailey Park: Clirs Bowyer & English — no
report '

e Friends of Castle Meadows: Clirs Simcock & Wright —
No report. Clirs had been invited to the last: meetlng
Minutes to be provided.

e Monmouthshire CC Planning Commlttee Cllrs Holland
& George — ClIr Holland — no report.

e  Greener Abergavenny — CIIrs Barnes & A Wilde — no
report. \

E45/25

To receive reports from County Councillors on matters affecting |
Abergavenny relevant to Environment Committee.

,Nd're"port received as no County Councillors present.

_ E46/25 ltems for the next meeting on 30 April 2025
1. One Voice Wales Awards update.
2. Request for senior NRW speaker.
Meeting ended 20:45 pm | »APPROVED AS A TRUE RECORD .







