ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 30
APRIL 2025 AT 7:00PM ON MS TEAMS & IN THE
COMMUNITY ROOM, TOWN HALL, ABERGAVENNY.

Present: Clir A Wilde (Chair)
Clir M Barnes
Clir P Bowyer
Clir J George
Clir C Holland (Vice Chair)
Clir G Jones
Clir D Simcock
Clir G Wilde

In attendance:

Sandra Rosser — Principal Officer/RFO

Jay Shipley — Deputy Principal Officer / Deputy RFO
Aled Thompson - Neighbourhood Team at Gwent Police

Absent without apologies — Clir K Eldridge

E47/25 | Receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Clir Wright. All Councillors resolved to
accept the reason for apologies.

E48/25 | Receive Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda.
None received -

E49/25 | To approve the minutes from 26t March 2025.

Clir Holland proposed the minutes from the meeting on 26t March
2023, be approved as a true and accurate record, seconded by Clir
Simcock. All councillors resolved to accept this proposal.

E50/25 | To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Team at Gwent
Police.

As positives: (i) shoplifting offences are down for March and April
as police and businesses worked together to deal with prolific

offenders. (ii) The Home Office is funding 2 officers to be a highly
visible deterrent in Abergavenny, walking the town. (jii) Teens are
no longer such an issue, anti-social behaviour has been reduced,
with police and business vigilance aiding prevention. (iv) police are
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engaging with youth through presence at fairs/fetes/events.
Planned application forfunded sports equipment to engage further
and show police are people in the community too. (v) CCTV helped
secure a swift result; burglar in recent town centre crime
apprehended within 30 minutes. Deployable cameras are
potentially very beneficial. The police have some access. Clir
George raised the idea of Town Council investing in deployable
CCTVto assistpolice. Clirs A & G Wilde commended the police on
the manner in which they are engaging with youth and updating
ATC. CliIr Jones suggested police join councillor ‘surgeries’ in the
hwb to promote respect within the community. Dates to be
forwarded.

There is a spike in rural break-ins targeting vehicles. Advice is to
employ steering locks/block vehicles in with other vehicles.

E51/25

Finance:
To receive a report on the Environment Budget Headings.
Received and noted.
(i)  Receive a report on the Environment Budget headings.
ClIr G Wilde proposed the financereportbe approved, seconded
by CliIr Simcock. All councillors resolved to accept the finance
report.
(@)To receive a report on remote CCTV for Sugar Loaf Car
Park and proposal to repeat the project. Fantastic
deterrent, police approved camera deployment. The grant
funding has been received for the 2024/25 pilot. All
partners keen to repeat the CCTV coverage again this
year. Blue Light offercompetitive fees and National Trust
are willing to part fund again. MCC will complete a traffic
countas per last year. Proposed by Clir G Wilde seconded
by Cllr Barnes that the project be repeated. All Clirs in
agreement. Request to Media Agency for a good news
story about crime reduction. Agreed that police have
faster access 24/7 from Blue Light control. Clir Holland
proposed that Blue Light CCTV return. Seconded by Clir
Simcock. All Clirs in agreement.
(b) ClIr George presented a case for boosting the project
(Sugar Loaf CCTV) and increasing town coverage by
adding deployable cameras to combat anti-social
behaviour hotspots. Request that Council agree
deployment of camerasin town and that costs be covered.
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Clir G Wilde proposed that ATC agree deployable CCTV.
Seconded by Clir Simcock. All Clirs in agreement.

(i) Town Crew have purchased a second e-wheelbarrow for
use about town.

E52/25

To receive and note the Principal Officers update.
Report received and noted.

1. GREENER ABERGAVENNY
Raising awareness of a TrydaNi electric car rental scheme for
Abergavenny. ClIr Barnes raised the issue of having a
suitable location for an overnight charging point. Principal
Officer to approach MCC to enquire if funding might be
available for parking and power if scheme adopted.

2. ONE VOICE WALES

() Presentation (LGHCCRA - Planning) on the
Infrastructure Act2024. Clir G Wilde attended a training
session run by One Voice Wales and Planning Aid
Wales entitled Understanding the Planning System.

(i)  Clir G Wilde, ClIr Bowyer, our Admin Officerand Deputy
Principal Officer attended the OVW national awards
conference earliertoday. ATC achieved 6 Commended
and Highly Commended certificates. Deputy Principal
Officer presented on behalf of ATC in Digital Awards
category — 3-D digital twin for accessibility.

3. COMMUNITY GREEN SPACES
10 sites around Abergavenny have newly laid wildflower turf.
Watering is an issue. MCC have no resources to
maintain/water sites. MCC expecting all the wildflower turf to
be watered as part of the delivery, resources being stretched
watering couldn’tbe managed on the scale needed. Thanks
due to businesses and ATC helping where possible. MCC
have Wildflower Turf finisher, with native flowerseed, used to
recover, should there be any, bare patches on the Wildflower
Turf areas.

4. SENSOR PROJECTS

New Gateway Unit installed on the roof at the Leisure Centre.
During the visit, the team assessed suitable sites for air quality
monitors/sensors, school weather station and water level
sensors for the rivers and tributaries around Castle Meadows
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and the town. New Gateway has boosted the coverage of the
town.

E53/25

To receive and note the Service Delivery update.

(i)

(ii)

Report received and noted.
TOWN TEAM

Town Team retumed to full strength, agency staff currently
provided by MCC, hopefully this will resolve after a
probationary period in a new, full-time member of staff.
Team will be highly visible around the town as the 2" e-
barrow arrives this week.

MUNICIPAL PLANTING - WATERING CONTRACT

(i) e-wheelbarrow used by Greenfinch Nurseries to carry

out the watering of the planters in their care.

(i)  Willows Nursery bringing Amberol planters to place

around the town. Variety of colours will be used to
brighten up the town centre.

(ii) The hanging baskets on offer to shops. The form and

costing will go out to businesses shortly.

(iv) Draft contracts are due to be received shortly and

checked for Council to confirm agreed budgets are
adequate to cover the provision for 25/26.

TOILETS and SANITARY BINS

Contracts with providers extended. 2024/25 invoice received
with 2.5% incremental cost rise. 2025/26 cost increase
request of 10.5% has been factored into budget. Our 25/26
budgetwill continue to coverthe service level agreement as it
stands.

ES54/25

To receive a report on Abergavenny in Bloom.

Report received and noted.

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

Town Team have commenced weeding car parks and
public areas.

Portfolio preparation meeting expected in next two weeks.
ATC/Rotary/Civic Society intergenerational bus-stop plug
planting project — update expected at next Environment

Committee Meeting.







E55/25 | To receive an update on a Public Art Project for Frogmore
Street.
No report

E56/25 |To receive updates from Councillors on the Strategy and
Action Plan.
ltems:
3. Britain in Bloom entry,
4. Fly-tipping in the Gavenny, neighbourhood action to retrieve
items.
6. New wiffi gateway installed at Leisure Centre 16 updated.
11. E-wheelbarrow in service for watering and volunteer groups.
2" e-barrow arrives this week — litter and town centre cleansing.
Clir Barnes repeated requested approach to River Gavenny Project
team for sight of their 2023/24 report.

E57/25 | To consider and make recommendations regarding the
following planning applications:
DM/2025/00507 recommend approval
DM/2025/00253 recommend approval

ES58/25 | To receive reports from Councillors attendance at external

bodies which are relevant to this Committee:

* Abergavenny and District Tourist Association: Clirs A
Wilde and D Simcock — no report.

e CCTV user group: Clirs George & Jones — no report.
Next meeting June 2025

o Friendsof Linda Vista Gardens: Clirs Wright & Simcock
— no report — still awaiting outcome of application to
Brilliant Basics fund.

e Friends of Bailey Park: Clirs Bowyer & English — no
report

e Friends of Castle Meadows: Clirs Simcock & Wright —
No report.

e Monmouthshire CC Planning Committee: Clirs Holland
& George — CliIr Holland — no report.

e Greener Abergavenny — Clirs Barnes & A Wilde — no

report — next meeting 15" May 2025.
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E59/25 | Toreceive reports from County Councillors on matters affecting
Abergavenny relevant to Environment Committee.

No report received as no County Councillors present.

E60/25 | ltems for the next meeting on 30* April 2025

1. Requestfor Rotary/Friends of Castle Meadows to present on
the initial stages of the Restoration of the Reens project.
(Global funding with international sponsor)

Meeting ended 20:38 pm APPROVED AS A TRUE RECORD







