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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Abergavenny Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

In my opinion, the Accounting Statement does not fairly present the Council’s income 
and expenditure and financial position: 
• The Council prepares accounts on the I&E basis, but no list of debtor balances 

has been provided by the Council. We recommend that full list of debtors at the 
year end is provided.  

• The Council prepares accounts on the I&E basis, but two material payments are 
not recorded in the correct financial year.  

Annual Governance Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Annual Governance Statement is 
consistent with the Council’s internal controls and governance arrangements for the 
year: 
• Non-compliance with relevant laws and regulations - No Annual Governance 

Statement was provided by the Council.   
• The Council did not approve the accounts in accordance with the requirements 

of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 as the accounts were 
approved after the deadline of 30th June 2024 or publish a notice explaining why 
this did not occur.   
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• The Council did not advertise the audit and make proper arrangements for the 
public inspection of accounts as required by the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 
and the Accounts and audit (Wales) Regulations 2014).  

• Non-compliance with relevant laws and regulations. The Council does not 
attach a record of payments to be approved within their minutes. As such, we 
are unable to verify whether specific payments tested were approved within the 
minutes. We recommend that the Council attach a list of their approved 
payments/receipts to their minutes and any other supporting documentation 
mentioned within the minutes. 

• The accounting statement has not been prepared in accordance with proper 
practice.  There were two material payments for which no invoices were 
provided for. The Council should ensure it has supporting documentation to all 
transactions. Total of other payments do not reconcile to the cashbook and no 
reconciliation was provided.   We recommend that the Council checks the 
arithmetic accuracy of the accounting statement and makes the necessary 
corrections before the accounts are approved. 

• There was inadequate supporting documentation for one income sample tested. 
The Council should ensure it has supporting documentation to all transactions.   

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 

In my opinion, the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources: 

• The internal auditor has answered ‘No’ to question 8 on the internal audit 
report. The Council must ensure changes are made to achieve a ‘Yes’ answer 
to this question in the future. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Information required for Audit 

Each year we send the Council an audit notice that sets out the information to be 
submitted and a timetable for submission. It is important that the Council provides all 
of the required information on a timely basis as failure to do results in additional audit 
work and therefore higher audit fees. 

We recommend that the Council carefully reads the 2025 audit notice to ensure it 
submits full information for the forthcoming audit.  
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Fidelity insurance 

The Council appears not to have adequate fidelity insurance with its insurance 
provider. We recommend that the level of cover should be reviewed to ensure that 
the level of cover is at least the balance carried forward plus one precept instalment.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 22/05/2025 
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