	
	
	



Group Meeting ‘Give Dog Fouling The Red Card’
Venue:	 virtual meeting via TEAMS
Date:	20th March 2025		
Present:
	Name
	Initial
	Representing

	Huw Owen
	HO
	Chair, Environmental Health MCC

	Gareth Havard
	GH
	Clerk Llanfoist CC

	Kate Burdge
	KB
	Clerk Llangybi CC

	Helen Thomas
	HT
	Environmental Health MCC

	Cllr Meirion Howells
	MH
	Usk Town Council/ Monmouthshire CC

	Jonathan Lazenby
	JL
	Goytre Fawr CC Clerk

	Sue Parkinson
	SP
	Neighbourhood Services MCC

	Ria O’Reilly
	RO
	Environmental Health MCC

	Cllr George Weston
	GW
	Trellech United Community Council

	Gerry Cooper 
	GC
	Clerk at Crucorney CC



	
	
	Action

	1.0
	Apologies: Cllr Carol Carne Portskewett CC
Bill Lewis Clerk Magor & Undy TC
	

	2.0
	Partner Updates:
Trellech CC: Has consulted other members of the Community Council, no dog fouling problems to report in any of the villages.
Goytre Fawr: The contract with Merlin to empty the bins is going smoothly.  The community council have looked at providing dog bins in Llanover and along the canal, but the Llanover estate do not want them, and the Canal and Rivers Trust are not installing any new bins.
Usk: there has been a recent problem around the churchyard; EHO officers are visiting shortly.  The cricket field is always a problem, but not too bad at the moment; there are no restrictions on dog access there.  There was a question about the pitch at Island Usk.  No dogs are allowed on the pitch.
Llanfoist Fawr: The better weather has seen more people walking dogs on pitches, signage has yet to be installed.  SP to follow up.
Crucorney: The contract with Merlin for bin emptying is working well.  Some dog waste bins are not being used correctly (litter).
Llangybi:  are looking to reduce the number of dog waste bins in their area to reduce costs.
RO: There have been recent complaints in the Abergavenny area, but some are on private drives, so unable to act on these.  When complaints are made these would ideally be supported by photographs and names.
HT: there have been some incidents in Caldicot and more recently in Usk.
SP: a lot of effort by the grounds teams has been put into getting all the PSPO signs installed, approx. 500 in total across Monmouthshire.  A leaflet has been produced to hand out to dog walkers and help inform of the new PSPO rules and exclusions.  These are available (artwork attached to the minutes).
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All to note

	3.0
	PSPO update
The PSPO has a duration of 3 years.  It was introduced on 1st June 2024, and in 2 years time can be reviewed and amended.  The signage is largely complete, but reports are coming in of dogs being walked on playing fields in various locations.  The next step is enforcement, and we are taking a zero tolerance approach.  We can serve a Fixed Penalty Notice for non-compliance, £100 payable within 14 days, reduced to £75 if it is paid within 10 days.  If the Fixed Penalty Notice remains unpaid we will take legal action involving an appearance at court.  Grounds teams are in a good position to report offences as they are out and about, but are not authorised to serve a Fixed Penalty Notice.  No new staff have been employed to patrol or to specifically enforce the PSPO.  Clerks and Councillors are encouraged to report offences when seen to the environmental health department, ideally supported by photographic evidence identifying the individual and the offence.  Enforcement patrols have begun, fitted in around other work – where possible authorised officers are working in pairs for their own safety.  Town and Community Councils were asked for assistance where necessary in helping to identify people from photographs in breach of the PSPO; not naming and shaming but where necessary posting photographs on local social media or T&CC website.  Where identification can be made authorised officers will follow these up.  There has been feedback that some of the signage is unclear, or not in ideal locations.  Publicity is necessary to help get the message across.  A meeting has been arranged for 26 March to talk about enforcement and make the most of the staff available.
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	4.0
	 Awareness day
The last awareness day took place in November and covered Abergavenny/Mardy and Goytre.  It was agreed that the next one be held on Friday 11th April Usk 8.30am and Gilwern/Clydach 11am.  The leaflet can be made available, focus will be on hotspot areas.  SP to share the hotspot list, the leaflet artwork and the link to the PSPO.  All to consider if they want to hold an awareness day in their area to coincide with this date and add to publicity.
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	5.0
	Resources
There is no specific funding for the next year’s campaign.  SP to check if there was underspend on the budget for the signs and if this can be redeployed.
The following are available:
5 new dog waste bins if new sites are identified or replacements needed £199 each
PSPO leaflets (artwork attached)
Dog bag dispensers
Scary eyes signs for limited time use and associated with regular poo surveys
Pavement spray and stencil
PSPO no fouling signs/dog exclusion/dogs on leads
‘Polite’ pictorial signs for pitches, near school and general “Any Bin Will Do”

It was suggested that the leaflet can be distributed via local vet surgeries
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	6.0
	Date of Next Meeting
3rd July 2025 11am
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