PR135/25 B. 
SECTION 1 - CONTACT INFORMATION:
Group Name: Abergavenny Meghala Malayali Association
Contact Name: Glady Anoop (also Jo Webb, GAVO - Tel 07483 128065 in case of difficulty)
Contact Address: 
Contact Email: ammaabergavenny@gmail.com
Position in Group: Secretary and Administrator
Contact Tel No:: 
Are you a constituted group holding annual AGMs?: Yes - we have a constitution and now a bank account in our group's name.
SECTION 2 - TELL US ABOUT YOUR GROUP:
Briefly tells us about the activities that your organisation/group undertakes: Most of us have come to Abergavenny to work at Nevill Hall hospital - there is a Memorandum of Understanding between the Welsh and State of Kerala governments to recruit qualified healthcare workers to work in the NHS. As expatriates, we find support and camaraderie through our community group, and have been getting together to socialise, enjoy cultural festivals together, provide connection for families with children and strengthen our bonds since initially forming in 2022.

The aims of our group are as follows:
Empowering members of the Malayali community in Abergavenny and across Monmouthshire
Improving the quality of life for the members of the Malayali community
Providing a safe, friendly and familiar environment for community members, targeting, in particular, those who find it harder to integrate because of language and social barriers
Working in partnership with organisations and service providers, both in the statutory and voluntary sector, to ensure the Malayali community is engaging and being engaged in the decision-making process.
Now that we are well established we would like to work towards greater integration and awareness within the wider community of Abergavenny, so that local residents can find out more about us, and we can improve community cohesion and cross-cultural understanding. This will also enable us as individuals to play a fuller part in the life of the town and get involved in activities such as volunteering and local festivals.
Charity Details (if applicable):
VAT Registered?: Yes
What Well-being of Future Generations Act Deliverable/s would the grant contribute towards (please tick at least one of the below): A Wales of more cohesive communities, A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
SECTION 3 - TELL US ABOUT THE COMMUNITY PROJECT/ ACTIVITY YOU WANT TO UNDERTAKE:
Please give more detail on how your project will meet the objective you selected above.: We would like to hold a Christmas celebration for our membership and invited guests on 28th December 2025 in Llandewi Rydderch Village Hall and, although we recognise the short notice, we would very much like the financial support of the Town Council by way of a small grant to contribute to the costs of running the event.
The celebration of Christmas is an important part of our cultural calendar, as many people in Kerala are Christian. This event, though, is also a chance to get-together with others from all faiths and none and reinforce our bonds across generations. It is a family-friendly event with food, music and entertainment that will celebrate both the culture of Malayalis, and the weaving of new threads into Welsh culture.
We cannot invite everyone that we would like to the event, as the hall capacity is only 120 and our community is large (with family members, including children) but some invited guests from other communities in Abergavenny will, we hope, share the experience. We will build on this in future, with more frequent and ongoing events to increase community cohesion.
Our committee has already fundraised for much of the total amount needed - which may seem high for a single event, but food and entertainment will be provided free of charge to attendees, and there are fees for culturally-specific entertainment from professionals. The committee has raised its own funds for most of these costs but we would be very grateful for a contribution from the Town Council to support the children's food and children's gifts. At this special time of year, celebrating with others and sharing customs becomes all the more important for children in particular, who can experience a Welsh Christmas whilst celebrating their Malayalam traditions.
Total Project Cost: £6250
How much are you applying for:: £600
Have you raised the balance of funds? (25% of the total project costs are encouraged to come from alternative sources): Yes, most of the funding will come from our community group and generous benefactors.
Please specify how you will use the Town Council grant?: If we could have the support of the Town Council for part of this event, it can be all the more special for the families involved. As a group, we could not afford to celebrate together in this way without the support of generous benefactors and nor could we find a suitable opportunity in Abergavenny without organising our own event.
We would therefore be extremely grateful for help with the £300 for ingredients for (free) food for the children (prepared by members of the Malayali community) and £300 for children's gift bags.
The other costs of the event range from venue hire for Llandewi Rydderch Village Hall (£250, including set-up and pack-down time) a digital display board and sound and light projection (£1500) and cultural performances from professional artistes (£1500).
How will your project benefit the community of Abergavenny?: Our community group seeks to increase the visibility of the Malayala community from Kerala which is mainly here in Abergavenny to work in Nevill Hall hospital and other health care settings. Aside from the obvious benefits to local residents to have a qualified and professional workforce in the NHS, we feel that we can forge stronger community links and cultural exchanges by building relationships with different sections of the community, from partnerships with town, community and county councils to involvement in schools and community groups focused on wellbeing. We hope in future years to participate in community activities such as carnivals, food festivals, growing projects and family volunteering.
This particular project will primarily offer the children of families in AMMA to celebrate the joy of Christmas. Whilst they are fully integrated into the schools system, are learning Welsh and experiencing a Welsh festive season - most for the first time - they will benefit greatly from being able to come together to practice their Keralan traditions. This, in turn, enables the whole family to feel cherished and welcomed. As AMMA grows, we hope to make cross-cultural activities a regular feature on the town's calendar.
When will your project start and finish?:
Start Date: : 2025-12-28
Completion date: : 2025-12-28
Are there any outstanding permissions or agreements required before this project can start? If so, please list together with expected dates when these will be granted.: None
SECTION 4 - DECLARATION:
Bank Account Details: : Sort code: A/C No: A/C Name: Abergavenny Meghala Malayala Association
This application is to be signed by a person holding a position in the organisation applying for the grant. Before submitting the application please ensure that you have all the additional information as set out in the guidance.:
---
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