ABERGAVENNY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 25%

MARCH 2026 AT 7:00PM ON MS TEAMS & IN THE

COMMUNITY ROOM, TOWN HALL, ABERGAVENNY.

Present:

Clir C Holland (Chair)
Clir M Barnes

Clir P Bowyer

Clir S Burch

Clir Jones

ClIr Simcock

Clir A Wilde

Clir G Wilde

In attendance:
Sandra Rosser — Principal Officer/RFO

E31/26

Receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Clir D English, Clir J George.
All Councillors resolved to accept their reasons for absence.

E32/26

Receive Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda.
None received. '

E33/26

To approve the minutes from 25" February 2026.

Report received and noted. Clir Simcock, seconded by Clir G Wilde,
proposed the minutes from the meeting on 25" February 2026 be
approved as a true and accurate record. All councillors resolved to
accept this proposal.

E34/26

Finance:

(a) Receive a report on the Environment Budget headings
Clir G Wilde proposed the Finance Report be approved,
seconded by ClIr Bowyer. All councillors resolved to accept
this proposal.

(b) To receive a report on reallocating grant funding for Castle
Meadows Reens Project.
Clir P Bowyer proposed the funding be approved for use on
the reens project, seconded by Clir Simcock. All councillors
resolved to accept this proposal.

(c) To consider a grant application from Greener Abergavenny




Clir Simcock proposed the grant application be approved in
full, seconded by Clir A Wilde. All councillors resolved to
accept this proposal.

E35/26

To consider the renewed Service Level Agreements for the
town centre toilet provision with Monmouthshire County
Council.

Report received and noted.

There will be 2 SLR’s of 3 years duration, one for town centre
toilets and a separate SLR for the Bailey Park toilets for weekend
and summer opening/servicing. There will be a 2.5% increase in
costs in each financial year. ATC has budgeted for this uplift.

The Principal Officer had queried items and returned the SLR
agreements to MCC for amendment prior to signing the agreement.

In the event of a water fountain being installed in the Castle Street
facility there would need to be an amendment to the SLR to include
maintenance and cleaning.

To be brought back to Council once amended for full approval.

E36/26

To receive reports on Play parks and parks:

e Union Road Playpark Group — Clir G Jones
CliIr Callard and Clir Jones met parents who are keen to renovate
and put back into serviceable use. There has been a meeting with
MCC members to discuss provision and MCC plans for the park. A
meeting at Abergavenny Community Centre on 25" March was well
attended so there is public interest in restoring the play area.
Request to ATC from the group is that the derelict planter be
removed then replaced with new planters and that the play area is
pressure washed. Town Team to be approached re capacity. Clir
Jones proposed that the group be invited to the next Environment
Committee to support the group and present their plans it was
further suggested that ATC write to Angela Sandles at MCC to
enquire about plans for the area. CllIr Callard and Clir Jones to
continue to attend meetings. Circulate information on open day at
Abergavenny Community Centre to raise awareness of the new
‘friends’ group.
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‘Proposed that ATC encourage the hanging baskets continue and

that they order direct from current contractor or a nursery of their
choice.

Now have 29 It's Your Neighbourhood entries.

Greener Abergavenny October event. Day will also host an
afternoon Wales |In Bloom event to thank the volunteers.

E41/26

To consider and make recommendations regarding the
following planning applications:

DM/2026/00278 - Approval

DM/2026/00254 — Endorse the comments of the Abergavenny
Civic Society and would like to see more detail around the
effects the works will have on the existing retaining wall. In
principle we recommend approval for the improvements to this
dilapidated building.

DM/2026/00170 - Approval

E42/26

To receive reports from Town Councillors attendance at
external bodies relevant to this Committee:

Chair left the meeting. Vice Chair took the remaining 3 agenda
items.

e Abergavenny and District Tourist Association: Clirs G
Wilde and D Simcock — no report but brochure launch in
April.

e CCTV user group: Clirs George and Jones — issue
reported by monitoring officer that some cameras off
line. Community Officers advised that it had been a
network issue. All cameras now up and running.
Request for report that all cameras be checked. ATC
should be informed when CCTV goes down. User group
meeting to raise communication issue.

e Friends of Linda Vista Gardens: Clirs Wright & Simcock
— nothing to report beyond MCC works which are
continuing.

e Friends of Bailey Park: Clirs Bowyer & English — works
on stream; PSPO review, check all signage in place and
clear. Bailey Park part of next Dog Awareness day on
16" April. MCC looking for zero tolerance approach on

PSPO specific breaches.
o



e To allocate a Councillor to report on Belgrave Park-
Clir Simcock.

e To allocate a Councillor to report on Beaupreau Place
Playpark - Clir A Wilde

e To allocate a Councillor to report on Swan Meadows -
Clir G Wilde

E37/26 | To receive an update on the Public Art Projects

1.Art on the Royal Mail Sorting Office wall has been sketched out
and barriers/signage erected by Town Team. Funded, via MCC, by
Welsh Gov't ‘Transforming Towns’ grant, plus contribution from
ATC.

2. Cantref School are fundraising for a ‘Land of My Fathers’ Public
Art Project. Workshop with local artist post Easter. Wall has been
identified and permissions agreed. Majority of funding from Parents
Association and Mayor’s Fund secured.

3. Sculpture trail proposed in Town of Culture responses. Would
be a project that Blaenavon would be keen to support across the
two towns.

E38/26 | To receive and note the Principal Officer’s update.

No report.

E39/26 | To receive and note the Service Delivery update.

Town Team: MCC advertised for full-time worker to join the team.
There is still the part-time post to fill. Principal Officer has
negotiated a three-day contract with MCC — to allow hand over for
tasks and flexibility to cover absence. Work has taken place in the
Bunker to provide a town centre workspace for the team.

E40/26 | To receive a report on Abergavenny in Bloom.
Report received and noted.

Hanging Basket initiative. Businesses are used to having baskets.
ATC encouraging businesses to order direct from contractor.
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e Friends of Castle Meadows: Clirs Simcock & Wright —
had been invited to meeting on 23 March but unable to
attend. Theft of bulbs and trees from Memorial Bank
reported.

e Monmouthshire CC Planning Committee: Clirs Holland
& George — no report.

e Greener Abergavenny — Clirs Barnes & A Wilde — more
groups joining. Very positive responses from people
joining. Bi-annual Fair now booked 18" October 2026.

E43/26

Report from County Councillors on matters affecting
Abergavenny relevant to this Committee.

Cantref and Pen Y Pound path has been improved with slope not
steps. Wall repaired (Pen Y Pound flood damage). Pothole patching
continues. Ditches at Llanwenarth still need to be cleared no group
accepts responsibility.

E44/26

Items for the next meeting on 29" April 2026:

1. Invite Union Road Playpark Group to speak.
2. Invite Dwr Cymru to present to an ATC future meeting.
3. Enforcement Officers — invite to present to an ATC meeting.

Meeting ended 20:34 pm APPROVED AS A TRUE RECORD




