Report on 7Corners

We are in the final year of a three-year cooperation agreement with 7Corners.

In November 2025 Ange Sampson left 7Corners as its manager and youth worker.  I have spoken separately to Ange and the current temporary chair of the trustees Caroline Woollard.

Caroline said that Ange left because the Charity Commission had tightened up on its procedures and this was not her skill set, while praising her ability as a youth leader.  However, Ange felt it was like constructive dismissal as the trustees were finding fault with the way the centre was run.  She did not leave happily.  Caroline was aware of rumours and emphasised that Ange had not been sacked by the trustees as some claimed.  The centre administrator also left for family reasons at the same time.

Ange has since informally met young people in Bailey Park bandstand and has now set up a group which has charitable status.  Some of the 7Corners volunteers and funders have gone with Ange.

Caroline said that they decided to split the administrator and youth worker roles for 7Corners.  The new administrator is Julie who is working at getting the building to a safe state and seeking funding They had to wait until Ange had completed her three-month end of contract and then they recruited a trained youth worker called Lynne as the lead youth support worker.  They have also recruited and intensively trained two youth support workers Alex and Adele.  Until the training was complete, they could not welcome young people.  

Currently the building is used for GDAS drug and alcohol support on Thursdays and monthly training from N-gage for MCC staff and others on topics such as alcohol, ketamine etc.  The Job Centre is also using the centre on 3 mornings per week, on a trial basis, aimed at getting young people aged 16 to 26 into work.

The three youth workers have been going out and speaking to the youth and they hope to open one day a week by the end of the month and open more fully by the time of the school holidays.  They feel they want to proceed slowly and find out from the youth what they need.    They will then look for volunteers, recognising that many of the volunteers have gone with Ange.  Caroline said she would keep me updated on progress.

The IYE festival will not take place this year. 

